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13:30 p.m. - 15:00 p.m. - Katherine Ewing

Negotiating Migration Honorably: The Secular Subject, Sexuality, and Islam

As Muslim minorities in Europe have expanded, so has public concern about Muslim values. Muslim minorities have been accused of intolerance toward women, gays, and others whose sexual freedoms and orientations threaten family honor and the principles of Islam. This public discourse often juxtaposes idealized attributes of the western secular subject such as autonomy or  gender equality with representations of the Muslim as a stigmatized other whose possibly violent concerns with honor, tradition and Islam are antithetical to modern ideals. Based on ethnographic research primarily among Muslims in Germany, Turkey and Pakistan, I demonstrate how human rights discourse and the identity politics often associated with it naturalize reified identities such as the "oppressed woman" or the “homosexual.”  This reification generates seemingly fundamental incompatibilities between modernity and traditional Islam. It produces for many young diasporic Muslims unlivable subject positions that result from the collision of distinct, misrecognized, and politically polarized—but, I argue, not necessarily incompatible—notions of an authentic self.

Katherine Pratt-Ewing is professor of Anthropology at Duke University.

15:00 p.m. - 15:30 p.m. – Coffee Break

15:30 p.m. - 17:00 p.m. – Tom DiPrete

Segregation in Social Networks based on Acquaintanceship and Trust

Using recently collected data from the 2006 General Social Survey, we compare levels of segregation by race and along other dimensions of potential social cleavage in the contemporary United States. Americans are not as isolated as the most extreme recent estimates suggest. However, hopes that “bridging” social capital is more common in broader acquaintanceship networks than in core networks are not supported by the GSS data. Instead, the entire acquaintanceship network is perceived by Americans to be as segregated as the more restricted and much smaller network based on trust. People do not always know the religiosity, political ideology, family behaviors, or socioeconomic status of their acquaintances, but perceived social divisions on these dimensions  are high and in some cases rival the extent of racial segregation in acquaintanceship networks. The major challenge to social integration today comes less from the risk of social isolation -- complete isolation is rare -- than from the tendency of many Americans to isolate themselves from others who differ on race, political ideology, level of religiosity, and other salient aspects of social identity.

Tom DiPrete is professor of Sociology at Columbia University.

